
 

 

 
656 ELLIOTT DRIVE 

 
PASADENA 

 
Style:  Italian Revival 
 
Year of Completion:  1923 
 
Original Building Permit: #813C, issued by the City of Pasadena on November 27, 1922 for a 
two-story, six-room dwelling and one-story garage.  The house would have a concrete 
foundation, frame-and-plaster walls, a tile roof, and oak and cement floors.  There were to be  
21 light fixtures from the Williamson Scott Company of Pasadena.   
 
A copy of the permits for the house and garage are attached on pages 5 and 6. 
 
Cost to Build:  $10,500 total—a typical cost for a house of this size at the time. 
 
Architect, Builder, and First Owner:  Walter Albert Noble (1865-1924).  Mr. Noble was a 
native of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, born into an Irish-immigrant farming family. By 1890 he 
was working as a hotel keeper, but the 1901 Canadian census identified him as a “saloon-
keeper.”   
 
In 1900, Mr. Noble married the former Elizabeth Louisa Theobald (1878-1922). By 1915, he was 
evidently quite wealthy and apparently retired. In that year he and his wife immigrated to the 
United States by way of Port Huron, Michigan, and came directly to Pasadena, purchasing a 
house at 794 South El Molino Avenue.  
 
Mr. Noble was apparently building the Elliott Drive home for them when Mrs. Noble passed 
away.  She was only 44 years of age.  Mr. Noble sold his El Molino home and moved to a small 
house at 7 Oak Knoll Gardens.  Obviously saddened by his wife’s death, he appears to have also 
sold the Elliott Drive house, perhaps still under construction.  He said he was leaving for an 
“extended visit” to his native Canada. He died in Long Beach just two years after his wife at  
age 59.     
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There is no indication that Mr. Noble had any architectural or construction experience, although 
he identified himself as both the architect and contractor of 656 Elliott.  The person(s) actually 
responsible, with whom he no doubt subcontracted, are unknown.  
 
Later Owners and Residents: The first residents of the house were Mrs. Mary H. Lockhart and 
her children Jane C. and Edna C. Lockhart.  The family lived there for about three years.   
 
The next owner was Dr. James E. Harvey, a Pasadena physician, who resided on the property for 
about forty years with his wife Loretta R. Harvey. 
 
Other Building Permits:  Construction of fifty linear feet of eight-foot-tall brick wall was 
permitted in April 1932 at a cost of $185.   
 
Another six-foot-tall brick wall was to be built along the rear property line for $125 in  
October 1937.   
 
The ceiling areas of the house were insulated in October 1941. 
 
Electrical service was upgraded to 200 amps in November 1982.  
 
The water line to the street was repaired in March 1992. 
 
The house was seismically retrofitted by anchoring it to its foundation, according to a permit 
issued in March 1996.  The cost was estimated at $3,000.   
 
The house was re-roofed in November 1996 for $4,500. The original tiles were to be re-used. 
 
Another foundation retrofit occurred in January 2003 at a cost of $3,700.  Julian Delatorre of Los 
Angeles was the contractor.  
 
A new pre-fab firebox was to be installed in February 2003 for $2,600.   
 
A new HVAC system was installed in April 2003. 
 
In August 2016, a permit was issued for the construction of a swimming pool and spa, costing 
$10,000.  NDGA Pool and Spa, Inc,, of Agoura Hills was the contractor.   
 
Copies of some of these permits are attached on pages 7 through 11.   
 
(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are 
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    
 
Assessor’s Records:  The Pasadena City Assessor first visited the property on May 11, 1923 and 
recorded a single two-story residence and garage.  The house had a concrete foundation, plaster 
walls, a hipped and tiled roof, and ornamental plaster trim.  Heat was provided by a fireplace and 
a two-unit gas furnace. There were thirteen plumbing fixtures.  Interior finishes were described 
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as being “stock,” plain,” and “special.” There were five hardwood floors, and one room had 
hardwood finish. 
 
The Assessor estimated the square footage at 3,312. On the first floor were two living rooms 
(one was probably a dining room), one bedroom, one bathroom, and a kitchen. The second floor 
contained three bedrooms and two tiled bathrooms. There was also a basement that measured 
eight by twenty feet and was five feet deep.  The garage, measuring approximately 18 by 22 feet 
had a concrete floor, plaster walls, and a composition roof. 
 
The Assessor returned on October 14, 1941 to note the completion of the insulation job. 
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 3,016 
with three bedrooms and three bathrooms.   
 
Copies of the City Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 12 through 14. 
 
(Note: The Pasadena City Assessor’s Office ceased operations in 1974.  Their square footage 
totals often differed from those of the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office, since they 
frequently included garages, terraces, patios, etc. in their computation.  It is advisable to rely on 
the County Assessor’s square footage figures since they are more up-to-date and consistent.)  
 
Note:  Walter A. Noble also commissioned the building of the eight-room house next door at 
664 Elliott Drive at the same time he constructed 656.  He credited himself as the builder of that 
house, although the “architect” line on the permit was left blank.  It was of a similar Italian style 
and cost somewhat more to build--$14,500 total.  Mr. Noble’s intended use of the house, perhaps 
as a residence for himself or for a relative, is unknown.  He disposed of it along with 656 Elliott 
after his wife’s death.   .  
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Sources: 
 Los Angeles County Assessor 
 Los Angeles Public Library 

City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Department (Design & Historic 
Preservation Section) 

 Pasadena Museum of History (Research Library and Archives) 
 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, 6th ed. 
  Santa Monica, Angel City Press, 2018. 
 McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  2nd ed. 
  New York, Knopf, 2013. 
  
 City Directories:  1923- 
 
 Pasadena Post: April 28, 1921 
  
 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  

Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 (office) 
626-241-4471 (cell) 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
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